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NOTE 

On pages 127 and 128 will he found a list of ninety 
of the words taught in the Primer of The Bational Method 
in Reading, many of which are used as word phonograms. 
These words should be carefully reviewed before the read- 
ing lessons in this book are begun. 
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PREFACE 

This little book is designed for use as a supplementary text, 
and may be read in connection with a First Reader. The aim 
has been to supply the need for interesting and attractive reading 
material, which, while carefully graded and progressive, is suffi- 
ciently simple to be taken up immediately upon the completion 
of the Primer. 

More than six hundred words are used in this book, of which 
about one hundred are new. The others include the sight words 
and blended words introduced in the Primer of the Rational 
Method in Reading, together with many of the more difficult 
blended words which are found in the First Reader of that series. 
Most of these words, however, may be found in the average 
Primer and First Reader; and the use of this book need not 
necessarily be confined solely to those teaching or taught by the 
phonetic method. 

While the word lists at the head of the lessons are diacritic- 
ally marked, there are no signs in the text, and the teacher using 
the phonetic system of reading may, by shifting from the marked 
lessons of the regular reading book to those of " A First Practice 
Reader," witness how easily pupils taught by the phonetic 
method can read unmarked words. 

All of the lessons in this book have been thoroughly tested 
in the classroom, and the interest aroused and the good results 
shown lead the author to believe that the teacher who puts her 
personality into the work will find " A First Practice Reader " 
a suggestive and helpful aid. 

The thanks of the author are due to Mrs. Edward G. Ward 
for permission to use in the lists the word markings designed 
especially for the Rational Method in Reading. 

Brooklyn, July, 1907 
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Do you see? 
Do you see me? 
I see you. 
Jip can see. 
He can see you. 
Come here, Jip. 



10 A FIRST PRACTICE READER 

I see bread. 

Do you eat bread ? 

I do, Sam. 

Does Jip eat bread? 

Jip can eat bread. 

Well, does a girl eat ? 

A girl eats bread. 

Jip and I eat it, too. 

Do you eat? I eat bread. 



See Jip and me. 
Do you like bread? 
I do. May. 
Jip can see you. 
He looks bright. 
Do I like Jip? 
Jip likes me. 
Jip likes you, too. 
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DRILL WORDS 



Miscellaneous Phonograms 



Note. — Teacher should write on blackboard. Unmarked words 
to be taught as sight words. 

pups kitty fe^r 

Fan Tabby sup per 

kill gra/ p ick ing 

rat t ers swe^t shak^ 

m any -eak^ bak^ 

pup p/e§ -eag^ br ight 

driv^ wa/ birds 

house fb]Ar gro^§ 

rip^ fin^ ships 

whit^ cle^n ye^r§ 

afraid njce tre^§ 

lik^ what them 
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Let us play horse. 

Give the horse a drink. 

I can not drink out of a pail. 

Give me a cup. 

We are only playing horse. 

I want a drink so much, Sam. 

Well, here is the cup. 

I will get you water. 

Oh yes, get a pailful. 

I am glad you have a cup. 



A FIRST PRACTICE READER 13 

What ails Sam ? 
Is he iU ? 
No, he is not ill. 
He has been running. 



Does Sam like fruit? 
Yes, fruit is good for him. 
Give him some fruit. 
He likes fruit very much. 
Here is an apple, Sam. 
Thank you. 



'Now I will play. 
Let me run again. 
Do not run now. 
Let us play with Jip. 
Come, Jip, run with me. 
Here he comes. Run ! 
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See Jip and Rover. 
Do see them run! 
You can not see them. 
Do you see Jip now? 
He sees you. 
Look and see Jip. 
I can not see him. 



I can see you. 

Am I like you? 

You look like me. 

What am I like ? 

You look like a boy. 

I am a boy. 

My name is Sam. 

Do you like my name? 

Yes, I do. 

Is your name Fred? 
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kind 
clilldrSn 



thank 



See the little children. 
They are at play. 
May I play with them? 
Yes, if you are a good boy. 
I will be a good boy. 
The boys like me. 
Do the dogs like you ? 
Oh yes, mamma. 
I am kind to them. 
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(Teach new phonogram 6) 

Do you see the dog? 
He looks well. 
Now the dog sees me. 
"What is his name ? 
His name is Rover. 
Come, Rover, come here. 
I like you, Rover. 
You mind so well. 
You are a big dog. 
Jip is a little dog. 



R over 
big 
Tgry 
Ijttl)! 



pups 
kill 
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ToX tfirs house 

Fan 

wigp 

puppies 

thrSj! 

m any 

See Fan's puppies. 

See the dog house, too. 

Here comes Fan. 

What has she? 

She has a rat. 

The puppies see it now. 

See how they look at it. 

Fan will kill the rat. 

Then she will feed the pups. 

They will make good ratters. 

How many pups has she ? 

She has three puppies. 

How wise they look. 
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bgt'ter whit^ Kit'ty Tab'by gray 

Kitty wants something to drink. 

Does Kitty like water? 

Kitty likes milk better. 

Well, I will get some milk for her. 

Come, Kitty, come. 

Here is some good milk for you. 

What do you call her? 

Her name is Tabby. 

She is gray and white. 
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driv^ 

ilpf! 

afraid 



See, the cow is drinking. 
How much water does she drink? 
She can drink a pailful of water. 
Does the cow eat ripe apples? 
Yes, she hkes them very much. 

The girl must drive the cows home. 
Then she will milk them. 
How many cows are there ? 
There are two cows. 
Do you like cows? 
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would 



swerit, 



This little girl Is eating. 

What is she eating? 

She is eating fruit. 

What kind of fruit ? 

She is eating a sweet apple. 

Does May like fruit? 

Tes, she likes good fruit. 

Does she eat too much? 

Oh no, that would make her ill. 
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wajf 


ftnj! 


nic^ 


sUEpei' 


picking 


ioir 


cle)in 


feflr 


hfijir 


bskf! 



Are you picking ripe apples? 

How many have you, May? 

Have you ten fine apples? 

No, I have not any now. 

Well, you may take two. 

Give one to Jack. He likes apples. 

They are good ripe apples. 

They are nice and red. 

Apples are good for children. 
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shak^ 
b right 



wings 
brass 



Mr. Lan^ 
mother 



Oh, see the bird. 

I have a bird, too. 

Does your bird sing? 

Yes, my bird sings well. 

I like to hear him sing. 

I give him water. 

He likes to get into the water 

Did you ever see him get in ? 

He shakes his wings so. 

He likes the water. 

Mr. Lane gave him to me. 

Mother gets seed for him. 

I keep the cage clean. 

The cage is a brass one. 

Do you see how bright it is ? 
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DRILL WORDS 






Miscellaneous Phonograms 






(See Note, Page 11.) 
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push 
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hurt 
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hot 
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bring 


dig 
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me^do^ 


swing 


bo^t 


fell 


plant 
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rak^ 


•eord 


dolly 


fast 


wind 


barrel 


hi^]i 


bas^ 


around 


turn 


after 


kept 
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laugh cro^s mouth push 

This is our baby. 

Her name is Nan. 

I like to play with Nan. 

She laughs and crows. 

Let her take my doll. 

She will put it in her mouth. 

There is no paint on it. — — 

She may have my ball. 
See Kitty run after it. 
There, Kitty has it. 
Now we will give it to 

the baby. 
See Kitty look up for it. Here it is, Kitty. 
We will roU the ball to Kitty. 
There goes Kitty after it. 
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Do you like good bread? 

Yes, I like to eat bread and fruit. 

I like bread and milk, too. 

Does May like it? 

Yes, but she wants cake now. 

Mother will give us some cake. 



I am eating fruit. 

I wish you would get me some cake, too. 

Mother is getting it for us. 

Do you like my cake? 

Oh yes, very much. 

It is so good. 

l^ow we must go home. » 

Good-by. Come again. 

I will, thank you. 

Come, May, we must go now. 

Here, take my hand. 
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mouse 
kittens 
again 
ground 




See the cat. 

Here are her kittens, too. 
The cat has a mouse. 
Where is the mouse? 
There it is on the ground. 
What will she do with it? 
The kittens will play with it. 
See them run after it. 
There ! The cat has it again. 
See the kittens run, too. 
They will soon catch mice. 
Have you a kitty? 
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dig 

deep 

turn 



ple^g)* sw ing plant fast 

We are out to play. Let us play in the 



Sam, what have you ? I have grass seed. 
Let us plant some. 

This grass is full of seed. 

Do you want some seed to take home ? 

Yes, I will plant some in my garden, too. 

Where is your rake ? Here it is. 

I will take the hoe and dig. 
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Did you ever plant 
a tree ? 

No, I never did. 

You must dig deep. 

I like to dig deep. 

Let us go to the i 

Will you push me ' 

Make me go up h 

Not too fast, pleas< 

Shall I swing you now? 

Oh yes, I like to swing. 

ShaU I send you up high? 

Well, hold on tight. 

Here you go, high, high, high. 

Shall you fall out? 

Oh no, I am holding on tight. 

There, now it is my turn. 

Push me very high. 
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What have you, May ? 

Have you water? 

I want a good drink. 

Do you want well water? 

Yes, I like well water. 

It is good and cold. 

Will the girls have some? 

Yes, thank you. 

Give the boy some water. 



Is he ailing ? 

IN^o, he is not ailing. 

He is well now. 

There, the girls are drinking. 

They did want water very much. 

Give them some fruit. 

I will get them good fi'uit. 

Mother will get some for me. 
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learning larger sejirshor^ bojtt 

Ray, do you want a picture ? 

Yes, thank you, I like pictures very much. 

See that big tree. 

Did you ever see a larger one ? 

N"o, but there are very big trees. 

We have some on the farm. 

Does your papa own a farm? 



No, we have a home at the sea-shore. 
Do you go into the water? 
Yes, on hot days. 
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cord 



away kitji wind 



See, the boys have kites. 

Fred has a kite, too. 

He can make it fly high. 

As high as the trees? 

Yes, as high as the trees. 

The wind takes it up. 

Fred has a large ball of cord. 

He must hold on tight. 

Then the kite will not fly away. 



A FIRST PRACTICE READER 




motorman tir^d ear 

Do see that man! 

His hat is in his hand. 

He is very warm. 

He has been running. 

He wants to get on that car. 

The motorman does not see him. 

There, he sees him now. 

He will stop the car, and let him 

How very tired the man looks. 
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would 



Mrrgl 



kSpt 



around 



Tabby's little kitten was in a barrel. 

She kept that for her home. 

One day Tabby went to get some meat. 

When she came back she saw Rover by the 
barrel. 

The kitten was not afraid of him. She was 
running in and out, playing with him. 

Rover would not hurt Tabby's kitten. 

He plays with Tabby, too. 
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Frank will take May for a ride. 

Look at his pony and cart. 

He can drive well. 

Do you know how to drive? 

No, but papa will teach me how. 

Is the harness strong? 

Oh yes, it is a new harness. 

I will take Sam with me, some day. 
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ha rness 

■eart 

t each 

whil^ 

every 

hiirraji 

ha/ 

doll^rg 

heal ing 

gr^at 

chickens 

hen§ 

tramp 

scratch 

hungry 



DRILL WORDS 

Miscellaneous Phonogeams 
(See Note, Page 11) 

Sp ring 

hard 

ston^ 

dii^ks 

just 

ask 

tin 

ho^ 

trowel 

LUj/e 

fi'ight^n^d 

log 

cryi ng 

wheel-barro^ 

hat 



p^ar§ 

peach 

cotton 

South 

flowers 

wash 

gro^ 

but terfly 

fac^ 

« 

■eatch 

-eook 

-eau^|(t 

ba/t 

hooks 

dock 
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every hftrrati rain help fifty 

Tell Fred to come here, please. 

I want him to go to the barn. 

Mr. Moore wants us to go haying with him. 

Will you come, Fred ? 

Oh yes, I love to ride on a load of hay. 

We must work. All right ; we will work. 

Let us go right away. It looks like rain. 

Mr. Moore wants his hay in. 

Well, we will help him. 

~Sow, we are all working hard. 

There, it is raining a little now. 
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We must get the hay in. 
Work fastj boys. 



Hurrah, the hay is all in the barn. 

I^ow, let us play in the loft. 

We will keep out of the rain. 

Let us play in the hay. 

Oh, I see some eggs. 

Let us count them. 

Here are ten good eggs. 

Let us take them to Mrs. Moore. 

She will sell them. 

She sells a great many eggs. 

Did you ever see all her hens ? 

Well, she has over fifty. 

She sells chickens, too. 

Papa gets chickens from Mr. Moore. 

Tell your papa to get some, too. 
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joUars 

hQTseg 

hejtling strong eom^s Mr. Moorfi'g 

There goes Mr. Moore's horse. 

What ails him? He is lame. 

Mr. Moore does not own him now. 

He sold him for ten dollars. 

Is the man kind to him? 

Oh yes ; his leg is healing up now. 

Then he will be a good horse again. 

Did Mr. Moore get another horse? 

No; he had three other horses. 

They are not lame. 

They are good and strong. 

There comes his team of horses. 
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6v£r doll f dolls salt earrjr 

Here are two little girls with their dolls. 

They are out taking a walk. 

Do you take your doll out? 

Yes, but I carry her. 

Are you kind to your doll? 

Oh yes, I made her a hat. 

What do you give her to eat? 

My dolly can not eat. 

I play that she is eating. 

Dolls do not eat nor drink. 

I am making a dress for her, too. 
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bas^ 


pa/d 


tgn 


after 


roljg 


mask 


ere^ps 


bat 


hurt 


ball 


mat ting 


nin^ 



Let us play ball. 

Fred, get a ball. 

What kind of a ball do you want ? 

A good base ball. 

I will run in and get one. 

Nan is playing with a ball, too. 

It rolls on the matting. 

Kitty has a ball. 

She runs after it. 

I^an creeps after her ball. 

l^ow let us play with the base ball. 

Here comes pussy after it. 

l^an wants that ball, pussy. 
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Look at this picture. 

There are four boys. 

They are playing ball. 

Do you like to play ball ? 

Oh yes. May I play with you? 

Some day I will play with you. 

What is on that boy's face ? 

That is a mask. 

Will he smother? 

Now the ball cannot hurt him. 
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'Nan has a little cake. 
Frank gave it to her. 
Who made it for her? 
May made it for little Nan. 
She has milk to drink, too. 
Does she like eggs? 
Oh yes, very much. 



Have you any more fruit? 

Yes, May is eating fruit. 

Do not upset anything. 

No, I will put all to rights. 

We love good children. 

Will you all come again? 

Yes, another day. 

Fred will come, too. 

Will you bring your little cart? 

Yes, I will give you a ride. 
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where dress es making watch 

ball timj?f now after 

Where are you, Jack? 

Here I am. Come and see my ball. 

Do you like to play ball? 

Yes, I do, Jack. 

Well, come and play with me. 

Where is the dog? . 

Can he not run, too ? 

^Oj he is too old to run after the ball. 

Well, tell the girls to come out. 

'NOj they do not like to play ball. 

They like to stay at home and make pictures. 

Tell them to come and watch us. 

'No, I know they will not come. 

They are making dolls' dresses. 

May is making a doll's hat. 
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hard 

tramp 

scrateh 

8ton^ 

htingrj? 

This is an old tramp cat. 

She has no home. 

Is she hungry? 

Do get some milk for her. 

Poor Kitty ! Hear her cry. 

I would not stone you. 

Tou have a hard time. 

I hope some one will take you in. 

Then you will not be a tramp cat. 

You must be a good cat. 

Good cats do not scratch. 
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spring' need tin I6g 

Sam has a can. 

He is going for water. 

Then he will wet the plants. 

Will he wet them much ? 

!N^ot too much. 

He gives them water when they need it. 

The plants want a drink. 

Will you get some water ? 

Yes, I will go to the pond for it. 

That is good water. 

Do not give them water that is very cold. 

No, that would kill the plants. 

E^ow, come with me to the spring. 

Spring water is so cold. 

Here is the tin cup. 

You may take a drink. 
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Sun 


now 


talk 


lot 


walk 


f;eld 



Where are you going, 
Frank? 

I am going for tiie cows. 

Will you come with me ? 
No, not to-day. 
I have too much to do. 
I will walk to the well with you. 
Is the water in the well good? 
Yes, it is very good, Jack. 
We all like it so much. 
Let us take a good drink of it. 
Look into the well, Sam. 
Can you see way down? 
Here, see me, too. 
Sam, look down with me. 
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I^ow we are both clown there ! 

What do you see? 

I see the water. 

Can you see your picture ? 

Oh yes, there it is. 

Tell me, does it stay? 

'NOj it comes and goes. 

Let me look at it again. 



Where are the cows? 

There are some in the field. 

Some are in the lot. 

See, they are all coming. 

One, two, three, four cows are coming. 

They see me. 

I am not afraid of them. 

I shall have to go home now. 

Good night, Frank. 
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just 
pan 

Come and see Fred's ducks. 

Did he feed them to-day? 

ISo, he just got up. 

Well, let us feed them. 

Let us ask papa to get the corn. 

How much corn shall we get ? 

A pan full? Papa knows how much. 

Here, papa, please fill it. 

They are very hungry. 

See them fly ! How hungry they must be. 
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ho^ fa;ow^l LiUie f right^ ntJd 

It is Spring. We are going to work. 

See my hoe. See the trowel, too. 

Oh, dear little Lillie! 

She fell off the log. 

Do run and help her. 

She is so frightened. 

I will lend her my hoe. 

There, do not cry. It was too bad. 

She is all right now. 
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P)!5r5 South flowers J^Sldj 

p each gro^ rtp^ c6tt)in 

What have you in your hat, Jack? 

I have a peach. 

Where did you get it ? 

Under the peach tree. 

Do you want some other 
fruit? 
Oh yes, where shall I get some ? 
Why, that tree is full of pears. 
Are they ripe pears ? 
Yes, take all you want. 
Do you like apples ? 
Yes, I do. They are ripe now. 
Have you any cotton plants ? 
No. Cotton grows in the South. 
Papa and mamma went there once. 
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wash butterfly fac*i 

There is the tramp cat. 

She has a home now. 

How many kittens has she? 

She has three kittens. 

How well she looks. 

There, what is she looking at? 

A butterfly ? Yes, it is a butterfly. 

See, one little kitten is washing her face. 

See her use her paw. 
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baj!t fish hooks dock 

linii cook caught catch 

Papa is going fishing. 
He will take line and hooks. 
He must take bait, too. 
Where is he going to fish? 
Over by the dock. 
May I go with you? 
Yes, Sam, you may come. 
Go and get your line. 
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Fred and Jack are going, too. 
How many fish shall we get ? 
I hope a great many. 
Mother will cook some of them. 
Let us send some to Mr. Pratt. 
He likes fish very much. 



Well, we caught ten fish. 

Papa caught most of them. 

He is a good fisherman. 

Let us take this one to Mr. Pratt. 

Oh, what fun we had ! 

Did Fred catch any? 

Fred caught only one. 

Jack caught two fish. 

I did not catch any. 

Papa gave me one of his. 

A good big one, too. 
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, , -.7^ 




fcp^P^l%r^ 


#*tJ 




ya^'SJ 


|f^^M 


jlTu^---^'^'^' 


i'^-^^_M-''^ 


h:^< 



Nan has a wheelbarrow. 

Lillie wants it, too. 

Nan will not let her have it. 

What is Lillie doing? She is crying. 

Now, Nan will let Lillie have it. 

They are playing again. 

rill the wheelbarrow with stones. 

Put some sand in, too. 

Nan is very kind to little Lillie. 
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lovf^ 
can ary 

legs 

horn§ 

barn 

nest 

pony'9 

shod 

shoe§ 

which 

■color 

wateri ng 

al most 

biidg 



DRILL WORDS 

MiSCELLANEOTTS PHONOGRAMS 

(See Note, Page 11) 

betjl'cr 
wool 
such 
shovf^l 
)^nitjting 
mitjt^n§ 
€!}irisjtma8 
lighted 
spot 
back 
brown 
.Miss Pink 
■crib 
bridg^ 

gOftt 



met 

pa/d 

stood 

sno^ 

pla/ing 

•elos^ 

■eradl^ 

op^n 

gees^ 

mak^s 

fingerg 

div ing 

sid^ 

walk 
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lov^ 



I6g§ 



canarf horng 



birds 




eges 



barn 



ngst 




Do you love the little birds? 
Oh yes, papa. 
Are you kind to them? 
Yes, I know where there is a nest. 
"What is in it? 

There are five little eggs in it. 
Did you take them out ? 
Oh no; the birds would not like that. 
Would they, papa ? 
Be kind to the little birds. 



Do you want a bird ? 
All my own, papa? 
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Yes, all your own. 

Shall I get you a canary bird ? 

Oh yes, papa. 

You must keep it in a cage. 

May I give it water and seed ? 

You must take good care of it. 

Thank you, papa; I shall be kind to it. 

I shall love it very much. 




This is a picture of a cow. 
She has four legs. She has 
two large horns. She gives 
us good milk. 

This is a kind cow. 

She is looking for me to come. 

I drive her to the pond. 

She takes a drink of water. 

Then I drive her to the barn. 
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brown 



which 



wd61 



I am knitting. 

Do you know how to knit? 

Shall I teach you how? 

Oh, do, please. 

I will knit Sam a pair of mittens. 

Which color do you like, Sam? 

I like rod mittens. 

Then I will knit you red mittens. 

I will begin to knit them to-day. 
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You are very kind to me: 
Tred likes brown ones. 
Then we will get brown wool, too. 
I like to knit. It is so cool here. 

Did you ever see a tree like this? 

What kind of a tree is it? 

What did you get on the Christmas tree ? 

A nice new sled. 

Did your tree have can- 
dles on it? 

Oh yes, and papa lighted 
them all. 

Fred had new skates. 

Baby Nan had a new doll. 

Sam had a new wheel 
barrow. 
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shod pony'§ -eolor sho^§ 

Nan is giving my pony some grass. 
Rose, her nurse, is with her. 
He is a liind pony. 
I take him to the pond. 
Then he gets a good drink. 
Will you take a ride with me ? 
I will call for 3'ou some day. 
Nan may come with us, too. 
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He likes to run in the field. 

He runs back to the barn. 

I have a cart, too. 

We take long rides. 

I can drive well now. 

My pony's name is Dick. 

He is a good pony. 

I must take him to be shod. 

How many shoes has he ? 

He has four shoes. 

He will not fall down. 



He is not a very large pony. 

He lets me pat him. 

His mane is not long. 

The man cut it off. 

See the white spot on his face, 

He will eat this grass. 
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watering 
al most 

fond 
buds 
bettsi 

Here is my watering can. 

The pretty flowers want a drink. 

I wet them every day. 

That makes them grow. 

See how many buds there are ! 

The sun will open them. 

Then I shall take some to Nan. 

She has been very ill. 

Is she better now? 

Oh yes, she is almost well again. 
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Miss Pink holds erib bgd 

Lillie has two dolls. 

One of them is a large doll. 

The other one is a little doll. 

The dolls each have a bed. 

The little one has a cradle. 

The large one's bed is like a crib. 

Lillie puts them to bed at three o'clock. 

Then the dolls close their eyes. 

When she takes them up, their eyes are 
open. 

Lillie loves them very much. 

The large one is Miss Pink. 

The little one is called Tot. 

She holds them in her arms. She sings 
to them. Lillie is a very happy little girl. 
We all love her. 
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bridge stood goflt still 

One day Lillie took Tot for a walk. She 
took her kitten, too. 

When on the bridge, Sam's goat met her. 
She was very much frightened. 

She ran back home. 

The goat stood still, as much as to say, " I 
wouldn't harm you, Lillie." 

Lillie does not like goats. 
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goose 
gej^se 
body 



fgAthers 
broad 



diving 
web-footed 



swan 



How many geese are there in the 
I see one, two, three. 
What kind of bills have they ? 
They have broad, flat bills. 

One is diving for food. 
The body is like a boat. 
I^ow, one is swimming. 



pond? 



A FIBST PRACTICE READER 

What kind of feet have they ? 

They are web-footed. 

They use their feet to swim with. 

Can they fly very far ? 

No, the body is too heavy to fly. 

Do the feathers get wet? 

Oh no, they have oil on them. 



Has the duck web feet? 
Oh yes, like the goose. 
Ducks use their feet as paddles. 
That is why they swim so fast. 
Did you ever row in a boat? 
I want to learn how to row. 



A FIRST PRACTICE READER 



favorite horse 


present 


both brokf! 


angry 


sorry hg^d 


toy 


See this little boy. 




He is crying. 




The little girl is sad, too. 




Do you see what a nice 


horse and cart 


he had? 





68 A FIRST PRACTICE READER 

They were playing with the horse. 

It fell, and its head came off. 

It was a birthday present. 

It was his favorite horse. 

They are both very sorry. 

He is on one end of the bench, and she is 
on the other end of it. 

The bench is under the tree. 

!N'ow they will try to mend the horse. 

Mamma will help them. 

She will get some glue for it. 

IS^ow they are playing again. 

He has a pair of reins. 

They are playing that he is a horse. The 
little girl is driving him. 

See how fast they run. 

They are very happy again. 
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dron(ig beeg 

queen rgst 

workgr som^ 

hon03? sting 

Here is a beehive. 

Some bees are drones. 

They do no work. 

The workers do all the work. 

The queen bee is in the hive, too. 

Do not let the bees sting you. 

What do the workers do? 

They get the honey. 

They get it from the flowers. 

Have you seen them gather honey ? 

There are three kinds of bees. 

The queens, workers, and drones. 

You must keep away ft'om the hive. 
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) the pretty 

this tree. 
the nest ? 
le the nest. 
I birds cry. 
id. Here 
^,yu.co vuc ..i^^^iio. bird. 
She will feed them. See how she feeds 
them. See them open their bills. How hun- 
gry they are. 

Here comes the father bird. 
He has a good fat worm. See, he has it in 
his mouth. 
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'Sow he gives 
it to the Httle 
ones. 

I fear they 
will fall out. 
There, one litt 
It fell on the grass. 
Did the cat catch the bird? 
Oh no, I will put it back into the nest. 
There, fly away, little bird. 
Do not come near Tabby. 
She likes to eat little birds. 

I hope she did not hurt 
you. 

There it flies away up in 
the tree. 

AYe came just in time to 
— save it. 
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around 


ships 


htingr^ 


umbrella 


Tabby 
RAIN 


fall§ 



The rain is raining all around; 

It falls on field and tree; 
It rains on the umbrellas here, 

And on the ships at sea. 



— Stevenson. 



Have you an umbrella ? 

Did papa put your name on it? 

Do you carry it to school? 

I do when it rains. 

I like to carry my umbrella. 

Is your umbrella big? 

My umbrella is little. 

I like a little one. 



A FIRST PRACTICE READER 



play)«d 


older 


German 


birthday 


p/ec^ 


€Ount 


sgv^n 


eight 


m>H 


e)ich 


only 


^nof 



This is my birthday. 

I am just seven years old. 

Do you see the table? 

Do you see my friends? 

They have come to my party. 
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See how happy we all look. 
Mamma made the cake for me. 
It is a birthday cake. 

■ 

How many candles are there ? 
There are seven. 
Yes, you are right. 
There are seven candles. 
I am only seven. 

A German girl would have eight. 
That is the old German way. 
Do you know why? I shall tell you. 
I am to grow to be eight years old. 
When I am older I shall have a large 
party. 

Mamma will let me cut the cake. 
Do you not want some ? 
You may take a piece to your mamma. 
Should you like a little candle, too ? 
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Thank you very much for it. 

I will keep a piece of cake for papa. 

Mamma will have some, too. 

"We are going to play now. 

Let us play " Little Sally Waters." 

Let little l^an go into the ring. 

See us take hold of hands. 

Now, we are going around. 

Mamma is playing with us. 

I wish you each a happy birthday. 
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FAMILY CARES 

A Lanffuage Leaaon 
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This is Christmas morning. 

Little ]^an was up before the sun. 

She went to where her stocking ' hung. 

It was full of playthings. 

What do jou think she saw then? 

Kitty playing with her shoe. 



Here comes I^an down stairs. 

She wants soijiething to eat. 

She is very hungry. 

Do look at the kitty. 

How tightly she holds it. 

She had her slipper, too. 

The little dog can not get up, 

He is only three weeks old. 

His name is Tip. 

He is black and white. 

Nan loves Kitty and Tip. 
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ribbon birth day party 

^rltff letter dress 

Mamma, may I write a letter ? Yes, my 
dear. 

To whom shall I write ? 

Write to your papa. 

He will write a letter to you then. 

Shall I write " Dear papa " ? 

Yes, that is the way to begin it. 

Shall I tell him about the party? 

Oh yes, that will please him. 

Shall I tell him it is a birthday party? 

Yes, May will be ten years old. 

Shall I wear my new dress to the party? 

Yes, and your new ribbons, too. 

Will my blue ribbons look pretty with it ? 

Yes, they are so bright and new. 
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silver 

gr and ma 

elQver 



pailful ggn'tl^i visit pjcturji 

Do you see the cow ? 

She gives us milk every day. 

I have a silver mug. 

Grandma gave it to me. 

I drink milk every day. 

Who milks the cows on the farm? 

The girl at grandma's. 

Sometimes John, the man, milks them. 

He gets two full pails of milk. 
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The cows are in the field all day. 
They love to eat grass. 
They love to eat clover, too. 
That cow is not cross. 
She is very gentle and kind. 
How much milk does she give? 
She gives a pailful of milk. 
I go to visit my grandma. 
She lives on a farm. 
Have you ever been on a farm? 
Did you see the picture of her cow ? 
I take my silver mug with me. 
Then I go to the barn and get milk. 
Mary gives it to me. 
I like to drink hot milk. 
We get all the cream we want, too. 
Do you like milk and cream? 
I do not get cream at home. 



A FIRST PRACTICE READER 



81 





DRILL WORDS 

t 


hit 


July 


month 


for'ty 


sno^ man 


thirteen 


» 

sister 


Fourth 



thin 

feed ing 

Santa -Glaug 

■eandy 

mon^y 

happy 

flag 

strong 

stars 

blu^ 

making 



stripes 

t 

stat^ 

^eld 

bf^^titiful 

hejlr 

bang 

learn 

points 

ji our 

do^k 

part 



last 

child 

but terfly 

barn 

morning 

m other 

cents 

almost 

blossom§ 

brou^|(t 

playm ates 

co^l 

reading 

laughing 

afi:*a/d 
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Here is May feeding the pony. 
See how she holds the pan up. 
The pony is looking out over the low 
door. She is not afraid of him. 
He can not get out. 
You see the latch is down. 
May loves to feed him. 
See how his ears go up. 
Did you ever feed a pony? 




*6#-^^ 
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The pony knows she has something good 
for him. 

See the little bird, too. 

It wants some crumbs of bread. 

May is a kind little girl. 

She will get some bread for the little bird. 
Then she will feed it. 

Here come five other bu'ds. 

They are all sparrows. 

May will feed them all. 

She loves the little birds. 

The pony wants more dinner. 

Too much dinner is not good for him. 

May thinks he has had enough. 

The other day he would not eat. 

They thought he was ill. 

May's papa found the feed bin open. 

The pony had found it was open, too. 
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He had helped himself. 

He had eaten too much. 

He was sick for two days. 

l^ow he is not so greedy. 

Do you not wish he would come out of 
the barn? 

Then we could see him. 

Did you see my pony cart? 

We take a ride every day. 

We go to the park. 

I can not drive yet. 

Papa is teaching me how to drive. 

Some day I will give you a ride. 

I will not let the pony run away. 

My mamma knows how to drive. 

She takes Nan and Lillie out with her. 

They go in the morning when I am in 
school. 
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earrijlgsi h old ' lan^ baby 

p6p pSpper fir^ whit^ 

Mamma wants me to take baby out. 

I will take her for a ride. 

Will you come, too? 

Yes, I like to push the carriage. 

Let us stay near home. 

Then mamma can watch us. 
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Do you not like our baby's carriage ? 

Baby might fall out. 

No, I will not go down the lane. 

The carriage might run down hill. 

See how happy the baby is now. 

She loves to have me take her out. 

Now she sees the cow. 

She is not afraid of the cow. 

Will you get a drink for baby? 

Mother will give you some milk. 

See how the baby loves milk. • 

She drank it all. 

Now we will roll on. 



Do get the corn popper. 
Where can I find it ? 
Hanging up in the kitchen. 
Rose will get it down for you. 
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Let us pop some 
corn, now. 

There, put it over 
the fire. 

Do you hear it 
popping? 

Look. Now the 
corn is white. 

Get some salt for it. 

Do you like popcorn ? 

See me eat it. 

Give some to May, too. 

Have you any more to pop ? 

Wo, it is all gone now. 

We get the com from the farm. 

We will send for some more. 



88 
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eStch tight €a]4^|it girl 



Sam is on the bank fishing. 
May and Jip are with him. 
Jip is the little dog. 
May is the little girl. 
Did Sam catch any fish? 
Yes, Sam caught a big fish. 
Do you see him pull it up? 
The fish is trying to get away. 
Sam is holding on tight. 
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He must hold on tight. 

There, see his big fish. 

Sam, please let me hold the line! 

Do you want to hold it. May ? 

Here, you may catch a fish. 

Get our basket of lunch. 

We will eat the lunch now. 

Then we will put the fish into 
the basket. 

Now we will take it to mother. 

Oh dear, what a good time we have 
had! 

Let us go fishing again soon. 

Will you come with us again ? 

Come, Jip, come home. 

May, did you enjoy your lunch? 

Oh yes; may I come next time with 
you ? 
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Jip had some lunch, too. 
He must be very tired. 
There, he is running again. 
Jip does not get tired. 
Come, Jip, and get your supper. 
Are you coming now, May ? 






lam]^ forgot shg^t 

wool thick poor 




Fred's little lamb is out in 
the field. 

See how cold it is. 
He forgot to put it into the barn. 
Rose will take it in now. 
TeU her to give it a hot drink. 
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saucers 
strong 

thousand 
usf^ful c ups 

very useful tree. 
)e very large, 
bard and strong. 

00. 

ps of oak wood, 
a long, long time. 
( be a thousand 

the oak is the 

' ^' Did you ever play with acorns ? 

We use the acorns as cups and saucers. 
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writing 


o^k 


soaring 


Virotfi 


lak^ 


answer 


l^no^g 


Eos^ 


soaking 


near 


lin^s 


many 



Let us go down Dear the lake, Fan. 

There is a swing there. 

It is in an oak tree. 

Didn't you see it the other day ? 

]N'o, I did not go, for I was writing. 

I wrote a note to Frank's mamma. 

My mamma knows her well. 

Now we are near the oak tree. 

What a fine old tree it is. 

There seems to be some one in the swing. 

It is May who is swinging. 

Will you give me a swing ? 

Do come and push me up*high. 
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Is that her dog Rover with her? 
YeSj he is lying near May on the grass. 
Did you get a note from me, May ? 
Yes, Rose ; you wrote nine lines to me. 
I will answer your note. 

Do see those little birds! 
They are in that willow tree. 
What small beaks they have ! 
Is that an oak leaf? 
Yes, it has fallen from this tree. 
It is soaking wet from the rain last night. 
The birds are singing and swinging, too. 
I hear them at the mill sometimes. 
Will they take some of my roll ? 
Oh yes, they are always hungry. 
You know they carry some of it to the 
young birds in the nest. 
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Will they take it out of my hand? 
Not out of your hand. 
They are not tame birds. 
Throw some on the grass. 
They will come and get it after we go. 
They are soaring away now. 
They can fly many miles away. 
Here come some other children. 
Oh, it is Sam and May. 
Mother has sent for us. 
She told me to get some mint, but not 
to stay late. 
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Frank and Sam had a boat. 
They sailed it on a little pond. 
One day they were playing with the boat. 
Just then the kitten came along. 
"Let us give the kitty a sail," said Frank. 
They caught the kitten and put her into 
the boat. 

Kitty did not like to sail. 

She jumped out into the water. 

Cats do not like to get in water. 

She sneezed and made a great fuss. 

The water was not deep. 

Kitty walked out and then ran away. 

The boys did not see her again that day. 

They could not help laughing at her. 

They did not mean to tease her. 

They just wanted some fun. 

The kitten did not think it fun. 
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gngin^ tra^ fr iends jGn 
The train has just come in. 
There are five oars and the engine. 
What a hrge engine ! 
Did you hear the bell ring ? 
I saw the smoke. 

Two boys jumped oif the first car. 
Do you know them? 
They are my friends. 
They have come to visit me. 
Let us go and meet them. 
I should like to take a ride on the train. 
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hit 

month 
making 
snow man 



sister 




The children are out in 
the snow. 

How many girls are there ? 

How many boys are there ? 

Here come some large 
boys. 

They are making snowballs. 

Do see how many sleds there are. 

See them go . down hill. 

That little boy has fallen off his sled. 

He did not get hurt. 
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The children are making 
a snowman. 

See them stand him up. 
See the arms. 
They have put sticks in 
for his arms and hands. 
_ Now they are making 
his eyes. 

See, they have coal for eyes. 
The little girl is making the nose. 
Now see his nose and mouth. 
Oh, what fun! 

Little Nan is afraid of a snowman. 
Sam is not afraid. 

He vdll take the snowman's hat off. 
He just hit Mr. Snowman with a snow- 
baU. 

There goes another snowball. 
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b ring fgll mg^5^ 

ejlr hill slgd tim^ 



D< 
Tt 
Hi 
T( 

So 
have a good time. 

Let us ride down hill. 

Here we go. One, two, three. 

There, Fred is up. 

Now he is giving Nan a ride. 

I will give Nan a ride, too. 
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sfich mitjK^ng fingers ^ov01 



Mamma, where are my mittens? 

I will get them for you, Fred. 

I must get my sled. 

Sam is out with his sled. 

It is a very cold day. 

I will take my snow shovel, too. 

See how deep the snow is. 

It is up to the top of my shoes. 

Se6 where I keep my hands. 

My fingers are very cold. 

My ears are not cold. 

See how I keep my hat over them. 

I shall shovel off the sidewalk. 

Sam and Jack will help me. 

My shovel is a nice one. 

Is it as large as your shovel? 
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eome Santa Claug candy 

' • 

mon^y drfiss dear thicjt 

Christmas time is coming ! 

Shall we have a Christmas tree ? 

I hope Santa Claus will come, too. 

I want so many things. 

Mamma says, "Santa Claus will come." 

I hope he will bring me a doll. 

I want some candy, too. 

Do you want some playthings ? 

Oh yes, I have been a good girl. 

Mamma says I may have a new dress. 

That will be a Christmas present. 

Do you think it a nice present ? 

There is dear little Ann. 

Her papa does not work. 

He has been very ill. 
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He is much better now. 

Mamma, will Santa Clans go there ? 

She wants new shoes and a dress. 

Her coat is not a very thick one. 

Ton may take some money out of your bank. 

Then you may buy her new shoes. 

Oh dear, I am so glad I can make dear 
little Ann happy. 

I will get the money out now. 

Will she be pleased, mamma? 

Yes, my dear, and you will be happy, too. 

The way to be happy is to make others 
happy. 
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riding -GhrisjKmas rich ly dresse d 

look ing pateh^d del ight ed m other 

Two little girls were riding in a car. 
It was just after Christmas day. 
One child was richly dressed. 
She had a beautiful doll with her. 
The other little girl had no doll. 
She had a very pretty face. 
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Her eyes shone when she saw the pretty 
doll. 

The rich little girl saw her looking at it. 

In a minute she got down from her seat. 

She went over to the other little girl. 

She said, " You may take this dolly with 
you. 

I have another one at home." 

The poor little girl was dehghted. 

The mother of the rich little girl was 
too. 
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DRILL WORDS 

^^AZitA^ restless 



waJiteycL 




ca/yui£ey 
iatruAy 

OMAAAy 




d/utAA^eycL 
hatcA^ycL 



watch ed 

wanted 

dinner 

began 

Dickons 

l ight ed 

stopped 

candl^ 

•eurl^d 

father 

g]ies^ 

rich ly 




patched 
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RED RIDING HOOD 

A Language Lesson 
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What is the little girl's name ? 

Do you know where she is going ? 

What has she on her arm? 

What is in the basket? 

Whom is she going to see ? 

What met her? 

Where did she meet him? 

What did he say to her ? 

What did the wolf do ? 

Which one reached Grandma's door 
first ? 

W^hat did he do? 

What did Grandma say? 

Did the wolf go in ? 

Where was the wolf when Red Riding 
Hood got there ? 

Did she go in ? 

What men came along just then ? 
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furrow Over 

fiUiid burst 

ground garden 

Come, Trank, with me. I am going to 
the garden. The snow has melted. 

The frost is out of the ground. 

It is time to plant our seeds. 

I have some sweet pea seeds. 

You may see how to plant them. 

Make a furrow. Put the seeds in. Throw 
earth over them until the furrow is filled. 

Now we must water the seeds. Each day 
we must do this. 

By and by the seeds will swell and burst 
open. 
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Then the little plant will push itself up 
through the earth. 

We must have something ready for it to 
climb upon. 

The sun will shine on it. 

The rain will water it. 

It will grow more and more. 

It will grow over one yard high. 

By and by we shall see some buds. 

The buds will open, and we shall see the 
pretty flowers. 

Then you may pick some for the table. 

Mamma will be so pleased with them. 

Plants need earth, air, and water. 

Will you and Jack care for them ? 

Every day you must water them. 

I know you have a watering can. 

You must keep the weeds out, too. 



no 
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minutes 



points 
hand 



twelve 




|ii our 

timff 
twenty 



Frank, what time is it, please ? 
Is it two o'clock ? 
I can not tell time, May. 
Should you Uke to learn how? 
Oh yes, very much. 
How many hands has a clock ? 
The clock has two hands. 
The long hand is the minute hand. 
The short hand is the hour hand. 
One day has twenty-four hours. 
There are only twelve hours on the face of 
the clock. 
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€Md A^ /\ just 

move 19 / al numbers 



between \ / four 



Here is a clock face. 
It has the short hand only. 
That is called the hour hand. 
It points to the hour. 
I^Tow it points to one. 
What time would it be? 
If I move the hour hand to four, what 
time would it be ? 

It would be four o'clock. 

Npw it is just between two numbers. 

What time would it be? 

It would be just half past the hour. 
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Another time we will talk about the long 
hand 

The clock goes tick-tock, tick-tock. 



The long hand is the minute hand. 

The minute hand goes all around the face 
of the clock once every hour. 

When the long hand is at one, it would 
be five minutes after the hour. 

When at two, it would be ten minutes 
after the hour. 

The hour hand points to the hour. 

Both hands move all the time. 

Who will tell me the time here ? 
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PUSSY AS NDBSE 



Mrs. Lane had a eat which she liked very 
much. 

His name was Peter. 

Once a week Mrs. Lane went to market. 

She would bring home a liver. 

The maid cut it into seven pieces. 
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Peter ate one piece each day. 

One day Mrs. Lane was taken ill. 

She had to lie in bed. 

Peter missed his kind friend. 

He went up to Mrs. Lane's room. 

He jumped upon the bed. 

Peter licked her hand. 

After a time he became restless. 

He looked at Mrs. Lane. 

Then, as much as to say, "I can help 
you," he leaped from the bed. He watched 
for the door to be opened. 

Then he went down stairs. 

Pretty soon he came back with a piece of 
liver in his mouth. 

He jumped upon the bed. 

Peter wanted to say, "Here is a good 
dinner for you. I^ow you will get better." 
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^rot^ l ights stSpp^d 

ca^dl^ eurljid Mr. Dickens 

Mr. Dickens wrote a great many books. 
He had a cat of which he was very 
fond. 

One evening he was reading. 

His light went out. 

He lighted his candle again. 
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Then he began to read. 

Once more the hght went out. 

He took a match and lighted it again. 

He began to read, then stopped. 

Mr. Dickens looked up just in time. 

He saw pussy, with her paw, put out the 
light. 

He again lighted the candle. 

He knew pussy did not want him to read. 

So he began to play with her. 

After a while he gave her some milk. 

She went over and curled up on the sofa, 
and took a nap. 

Then Mr. Dickens began to read, and 
pussy let him do so. 

Do you see Mr. Dickens in the picture ? 

Here is a picture of pussy, too. 

Did she burn her little paw? 
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torpedo^g 



p art 



pin wheels 


Roman 


blufi 


:^irteen 


July 


Fourth 


forty 


Hurrah 
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Do see our fine flag. 

Hurrah for the " Fourth of July " ! 

Hurrah for the red, white, and blue ! 

See the flag. That is our flag. 

We love our flag. 

It is red, white, and blue. 

How many stripes are there ? 

There are thirteen stripes. 

How many stars on it? 

There are forty- six stars. 

There is a star for each state. 

Why are there thirteen stripes ? 

At first there were only thirteen states. 

How many more are there now ? 

What do we call the blue part? 

We call the blue part the field. 

What is on the blue field ? 

The white stars. 
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How many white stripes are there? 
How many red ones ? 
What a beautiful flag! 
Hear the bang ! bang ! bang ! 
This is the Fourth of July. 
How we children love it! 
See how many torpedoes I have. 
I have a pistol, too. 
I like firecrackers better. 
They make more noise. 
Bang ! bang ! bang ! Do you not like the 
noise ? 

We have pinwheels, too. 

Papa has Roman candles for to-night. 



" One flag, one land, 
One heart, one hand. 
One JN'ation, evermore." 
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DRILL 


WORDS 


(i/nxMi^-myO/ny 


snowman 


(U^ZeAy 


sister 


AnymA/tM 


himself 


hiAAA^lA^ 


hurra|t 


S-eyOditiXuZ 


b^^utlful 


uA/eXuX 


useful 


woaAiTVO' 


making 


leyexHrooy 


feeding 


fi/uttZnM 


pretty 


tAdAtey€yyh 


thirteen 


6PUjlyt^ 


stripe? 


thxMAy^<i/nxi 


thousand 


(dAyO-rU2y 


strong 


IHAjyvdy 


b]iild 


ooo'bnA^ 


acorns 
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DRILL 


WORDS 


A^yO^l^ 


heflvy 


^^^(POAd/n^ 


soaring 


CUrUyUMAy 


answer 


d-eyoA^ 


be^ks 


OOyUyoAt 

ladAyaA^/yhay 


■eauglit 

laughing 

basket 


mimyvUtt^ 


minutes 


A^au/o 


hour 

1 




half 
another 


myOAAtt 


market 


rmAA^ocL 


missed 


ivcAeydy 


licked 



tdAM^nMy 



twelv^ 
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MEMORY GEMS 

Sing a soiig of sixpence, 
A pocket full of rye; 

Four and twenty blackbirds 
Baked in a pie. 

When the pie was opened, 
The birds began to sing; 

Was not that a dainty dish 
To -set before the king? 



The king was in the counting-house 
Counting out his money; 

The queen was in the parlor 
Eating bread and honey. 
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The maid was in the garden 

I 
Hanging out the clothes ; 

Along came a blackbird 

And nipped off her nose. 



Little Jack Horner sat in a corner, 

Eating a Christmas pie ; 
He put in his thumb, and pulled out a plum, 

And said, " What a good boy am I ! " 



" Mistress Mary, quite contrary, 
How does your garden grow ? " 

" With silver bells and cockle shells 
And pretty maids all in a row." 

— Mother Goose Rhymes. 
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CRADLE .SONG 



Sleep, baby, sleep ! 
Thy father is watching the sheep! 
Thy mother is shaking the dreamland tree, 
And down drops a little dream for thee. 

Sleep, baby, sleep ! 



Sleep, baby, sleep ! 
The great stars are the sheep ; 
The little stars are the lambs, I guess ; 
The bright moon is the shepherdess. 

Sleep, baby, sleep ! 



Sleep, baby, sleep ! 
Thy father is watching the sheep ! 
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Thy mother is shaking the dreamland tree, 
And down drops a httle dream for thee. 
Sleep, baby, sleep I 

— From the German. 



Who has seen the wind ? 

Neither I nor you ; 
But when the leaves hang trembling, 

The wind is passing through. 



Who has seen the wind? 

^N^either you nor I ; 
But when the trees bow down their heads. 

The wind is passing by. 

— Rosaetti. 
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Little Bo-Peep has lost her sheep 
And can't tell where to find them; 

Leave them alone, and they'll come home, 
And bring their tails behind them. 



Little Bo-Peep fell fast asleep, 

And dreamt she heard them bleating ; 

But when she awoke, she found it a joke, 
For still they all were fleeting. 



Then up she took her little crook. 

Determined for to find them ; 
She found them, indeed, but it made her 
heart bleed. 

For they'd left their tails behind them. 

— Mother Q-oose Rhymes. 
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again 

ail 

any 

apple 

as 

ate 

big 

bird 

bread 

cent 

children 



PRIMER REVIEW WORDS 



does 



down 

drink 

each 

end 

ever 

Frank 

Fred 

from 

fruit 

full 



come 


gave 


corn 


get 


could 


give 


cup 


glad 



good 

grand 

grass 

hand 

have 

hear 

her 

here 

him 

home 

horse 

how 

Jack 

kid 

know 
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like 

little 

look 



mamma 



milk 
much 



name 



now 



only 
other 



our 



picture 
play 
put 
Rover 



said 
Sam 



saw 



sell 

that 

then 

they 

thin 

thing 

think 

this 

three 

very 

want 



was 



water 
well 



were 



wet 

what 

where 

which 

who 

will 



. wise 



with 
work 
would 

yes 
your 
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